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PR EF A CEE. 


HE following Sermon was drawn up on a few 

days notice, and without any view to the 
prefs, at the requeft of fome of the Author’s worthy 
Friends, to whom he could refufe nothing of this 
kind, At their requeft, it is now likewife {ubmitted 
to the Public, as it was preached, without varying 
or fupprefling a fingle fentiment or material expre!- 
fion ; and with the addition only of a few lines, and 
three or four explanatory notes, 

The Author confidered that, although he was 
called to this office by a particular body, yet he was 
to addrefs a great and mixt affembly of his feilow- 
citizens, and a number of the firft characters in 
America, now metin confultation, at a moft alarm- 
ing crifis. 4 

Animated with the pureft zeal for the mutual in- 
tereflts of Great Britain and the Colonies; ardently 
panting for the return of thofe Halcyou-days of har- 
mony, during which both cocntries fo long flourifhed 
together, as the glory and wonder of the world ; he 
thought it his duty, with the utmoft impartiality, to 
attempt a ftate of the unhappy controverfy that now 
rends the empire in pieces; and to fhew, if perad- 
venture he might be permitted to vouch for his fei- 
low-citizens, fo far as he has been converfant among 
them, that the idea ofan independence upon the Pa- 
rent-Country, or the leaft lcentious oppofition to 
its jul intereits, is utterly foreign to their thoughts ; 
that they contend only for the fanétity of charters 
and laws, together with the right of granting their 
own money ; and that our rightful Sovereign has no 
where more loyal fubjeéts, or more zealoufly attach- 
ed to thofe principles of government, under which 
his family inherits the Throne, 

Thefe, with a few things which feemed neceffary 
refpecting the church at that time, are the topics 
handled in the foliowing Sermon, If the principles 
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it contains are but thoroughly fer, the Reader will 


not regret that the limits of a fingle difcourfe would . 


not allow a particular application of them. They 
will lead to their own application ; or at leaft, that 
field is left open to fucceeding Preachers. 

Upon the whole, if the kind expectations of the 
Author’s Friends can be in any degree anfwered ; if 
what he has delivered fhall tend ** to promote the 
Caufe of Liberty and Virtue ;”’ and particularly, if 
it could find irs way to the clofets, or rather to the 
hearts, of the Great, and (after all the arpuments 
they have heard from others) could in the leaf in- 
duce them to juiter and more benevolent fentiments 
concerning their American brethren—he would ac- 
eount it among the happieft circumftances of his life. 

Enough has furely been attempted, by way of exs 
periment, to be convinced that the people of this 
country know their rights, and will not confentto 4 
pafive farrender of them—Ie is, now at leaft, time 
to purfue another mode, and to liften to fome plan 
for averting the dreadful calamities which mutt at- 
tend a hoftile profecution of this unnatural conteft. 
‘The author’s wifhes for the accomplifhment of fuck 
a plan, have been fo frequently expreffed as to fub- 
jeét him perhaps to fufpicions which he would not 
with to merit, either here or elfewhere. But ftill, 
#f he could fee it take place, upon a juft and per- 
smanent foundation, he would be content, if it were 
required, to fing bis ‘* aunc dimittis,” and to take a 
final leave of earthly concerns, 


SERMON, 
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$-E RMON, &c. 


Josnua xxii. 22, 


The Lord God of Gods—the Lord God of Gads— He 
hnoweth, and Trael he foall know—~if it be in Re- 
bellion, o« in Tranferefion again? the Lorad—Save 
us not this day. , 


HESE Words, my Brethren, will lead us 

into a train of reflections, wholly fuitable to 
the defign of our prefent meeting; and I muft beg 
your indulgence till T explain, as briefly as poffible, 
the folemn occafion on which they were firft deli- 
vered ; hoping the application, I may afterwards make 
of them, may fully reward your attention. 

The two tribes of Reuben and of Gad, and the 
half-tribe of Manaffeh, had chofen their inheritance, 
on the Eaftern fide of Jordan, oppofite to the other 
tribes of Ifrael. And although they knew that this 
fituation would deprive them of fome privileges 
which remained with their brethren on the other 
fide, and particularly that great privilege of having 
the place of the Altar and Tabernacle of God among 

A4 them ; 


them; yet, as the land of Canaan was judged toe 
{mall for all the twelve tribes, they were contented 
with the poffeffion they had chofen. And thus they 
{poke to Mofes— 

“tris a land of cattle, and thy fervants have 
«* much cattle. Wherefore, if we have found grace 
** in thy fight, let this land be given to us for a pof- 
“« feffiony and we will build feepfolds here for our 
*‘ cattle, and cities for our /itt/e ones; and we our- 
**felves will go ready armed before our brethren, 
*¢ the children of Hrael—-and will not return into 
““our houfes, until they have inherited every man 
** his inheritance.”’— o 

“* And Moles faid unto them—If you will do 
‘‘this thing, and will go all of you armed over 
«« Jordan before the Lord, until he have driven oat 
‘his enemies from before him; and the Jand (of 
** Canaan) be'fubdued (for your brethren); then 
‘* afterwards ye fhall return, and this land (of Gi- 
*€ Jead) fhall be your poffefiion before the Lord.*” . 

This, then, was the great original contra@, un- 
der which thefe two tribes and a balf were allowed 
to feparate from the reft, and to dwell-on the other 
fice of Jordan. They were to affift their brethren 
in their neceflary wars, and to continue under one 
Government with them—even that of the great Je- 
hovah himfelf—ere&ting no feparate altar, but com, 
ing to perform their facrifices at that oue Altar of 
Su:zos, where the Lord had vouchfafed to promife 
his {pecial prefence. : 

Though this fubje€ted them to inconveniences, 
yet as Uniformity of Worfhip and the- Nature -of 
their Teocracy required it, they adhered faithfully 
to their contraét, 

In the fear of God, they bowed them/elves at his 
altar, although not placed in their own land; and, 
in love to their brethren, they -fupported them in 
their wars, ‘* till there ftood not a man of all their 


* Numb. 32. 
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S* enemies before them ;” and at laft, Josnua, 
their great leader, having no farther need of their 
affitance, gave them this noble teitimony—That 
they had in all things obey’d his voice as their gene- 
ral, and faithfully performed all chat they had pro- 
mifed to Mofes the fervant of God. Wherefore, he 
bleffed them, and difmiffed them to return to their 
own land ‘* with much riches, and with cattle, and 
“* with filver, and with gold, and with much rai- 
“* ment.” 

No fooner, therefore, had they entered their own 
country, than in the fulnefs of gratitude, on the 
banks of Jordan, at the common paffage, over 
againft Canaan, they built an Aigh or great Altar, 
that it might remain an eternal monument of their 
being. of one ftock, and entitled to the {ame civil 
and religious privileges, with their brethren of other 
tribes. 

But this their work of piety and love was direQly 
mifconftrued. The cry was immediately ratied 
againft them. The zealots of that day fcrupled not 
to declare them Rede/s againft the living God, viola- 
tors of his facred laws and Theocrac:, in fetting up 
an altar againft his holy altar; and theretore the 
whole congregations of the brother-tribes, that 
dwelt in Canaan, gathered themfeives together, to 

O up to war againft their own flefh and blood; in 
a blind tranfport of unrighteous zeal, purpoting to 
extirpare them from the face of the earth, as ene- 
mies to God and the commonwealth of Hrael ! 

In that awful and important moment (and oh my 
God that the example could be copied among che 
brother tribes of our Lfrael, 1n the Parent Land) I 
fay, in that awful.and important moment, fome 
milder and more benevolent men there were, whofe 
zeal did not fo far traniport them, bat that, beiore 
they unfheath’d the {word to plunge it with unhallowe 
ed hand into the bowels of their brethren, th: y thought 
it juftice firft to enquire into the truth of the charge 

AS againft 
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againft them. And, for the glory of Hrael, this 
peaceable and prudent council prevailed. ; 

A tmoft folemn embaffy was prepared, at the head 
of which was a man of facred character, and vene- 
rable authority, breathing the dictates of religion 
and humanity; Puinzas the fon of Eleazer the 
high Prieft, accompanied with ten other Chiefs or 
Princes, one from each of the nine tribes as well as 
from the remaining half-tribe of Manafleh. : 

Great was the aftonifhment of the * Gileadites on 
receiving this embaffy, and hearing the charge 
againft them. But the power of confcious. inno- 
cence is above all fear, and the language of an up- 
right heart fuperior to all eloquence. iy a folemn 
appeal to Heaven for the rectitude of their inten- 
tions, unpremeditated and vehement, in the words 
of my text, they difarmed their brethren of every 
fufpicion. 

‘* The Lord God of Gods,” fay they (in the fer- 
vency of truth, repeating the invocation) ‘* the 
** Lord God of Gods”—He that made the heavens 
and the earth, who fearcheth the hearts, and is ac- 
quainted with the moft fecret thoughts, of all men-— 
*¢ He knoweth, and all Ifrael fhall know,” by our 
unihaken conftancy in the religion of our fathers— 
that this charge againft us is utterly falfe. 

‘ Then tarning from their brethren, with unfpeak- 
able dignity of foul and clearnefs of confcience, they 
addrefs the almighty Jehovah himfelf— 

Oh thou fovereign ruler of the univerfeour God 
and our Fathers Godif it be in Rebellion or in 
tranfgreffion againft thee, that we have raifed this 
monument of our zeal for the commonwealth of 
Hrael--** Save us Not TH1s pay!” If the mof 
diftant thonght has entered our hearts of erefting an 
independent altar; if we have fought, in one in~ 
flance, to derogate from the glory of that facred 


. * The two tribes and a half are here briefly and generally de» 
nominated Gileadites, from the name of the land they had chofén, 
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Altar which thou haft placed among our brethreg 
beyond Jordan, as the common bon of union and 
worlhip among all the tribes of Ifraei—let not this 
day’s fun defcend upon us, till thou haft made us a 
monument of thine avenging juftice, in the fight of 
the furrounding world ! 

After this aftonifhing appeal to the great God of 
Heaven and Earth, they proceed to reafon with their 
brethren ; and tell them that, fo far from intending 
a feparation either in government or religion, this 
altar was built with a direét contrary purpofe— 
** That it might bea Witness between us and you, © 
“* and our generations after us; that your children 
** may not fay to our children in time to come, ye 
** have no part in the Lord.” We were afraid left 
in fome futore age, when our pofterity may crofs 
Jordan to offer fetifices in the place appointed, 
your pofterity may thruft them from the altar, and 
tell them that becaufe they live not in the land where 
the Lord’s tabernacle dwelleth, they are none of his 
people, nor intitled to the Jewifh privileges. 

But while this altar flands, they fhall always have 
an anfwer ready. They will be able to fay—‘‘ Be- 
«hold the pattern of the altar of the Lord which 
** our fathers made.” If our fathers had not been 
of the feed of Ifrael, they would not have fondly 
copied your cuftoms and models. You would not 
have beheld in Gi/ead, an. altar, in all things an 
imitation of the true altar of God, which is in Shi- 
loh ; except only that ours is an high ** or great al- 
“tar to fee” from far. And this may convince 

ou that it was not intended as an altar of facrifice 
(for then it would have been but three cubits in 
height, as our Jaw direéts) but as a monymental al- 
tar, to infruét our generations for ever, that they 
are of the fame pedigree with yourfelves, and enti-« 
tled to the fame civil and religious privileges. 

This noble defence wrought an immediate re- 
conciliation among the difcordant tribes. ‘* The 
words, (when reported,) ‘ pleafed the children of 

 Ifrael 


_ See Sy 25 Pee 
‘ee Ifrael—they bleffed God together” for prevent- 
ing the effufion of kindred blood, ‘* and did not 
** 90 up to deftroy the Jand where their brethren, 
*© the children of Reuben * and Gad, dwelt.” 

The whole Hiftory of the Bible cannot furnifha 
-pafiage more inftruétive than this, to the members 
of a great empire, whofe dreadful misfortune it is 
to have the evil Demon of civil or religious difcord 
gone forth among them. And would to God, that 
the application I am now to make of it could be de- 
livered in accents louder than thunder, till they 
have pierced the ear of every Briton; and efpecially 
their ears who have meditated war and deftru@ion 
againft their brother-tribes of Reuben and Gad, in 
this our American Gilead. And let me add—would 
to God too that we, who this day confider ourfelves 
in the place of thofe tribes, may, like them, be 
ftill able to lay our hands on our hearts in a folemn 
appeal to the God of Gods, for the rectitude of our. 
intentions towards the whole commonwealth of our 
Bririsu Israeu. For, call’d to this facred place, 
on this great occafion, 1 know it is your wifh that I 
fhould ftand fuperior to all partial motives, and be 
found alike unbiafs’d by favor or by fear. And 
happy it is that the parallel now to be drawn, re- 
quires not the leaft facrifice either of truth or vir- 
tne ! 3 : : 
Like the tribes of Reuben and Gad, we have cho- 
fen our inheritance, ina land feparated from that 
of our fathers and brethren, not indeed by a fmall 
River, but an immenfe Ocean. This inheritance 
we likewife hold by a plain original contrad, entit- 
Jing us to all the natural and improveable advanta- 
ges of our fituation, and to a community of privi- 
leges with our brethren, in every civil and religious 
redpect; except in this, that the throne or feat. of 


* Though for brevity, the facred text, in this and other 
places, only mentions Reuden and Gad, yet the half-tribe of Ma- 
naffzb isalfo fuppofed to be included, 
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“Empire, that great altar at which the men of this 
world bow, was to remain among them. 

Regardlefs of this local inconvenience, uncan- 
ker’d_ by jealoufy, undeprefs’d by fear, and ce- 
‘mented by mutual love and mutual benefits, we 
‘trod the path of glory with our brethren for an hun- 
dred years and more—enjoying a length of felicity 
fcarce ever experienced by any other people. Mind- 
“ful of the hands that protected us in our youth, 
and fubmitting to every juft regulation for appro- 
priating to them the bencfit of our trade——our 
wealth was poured in upon them from ten thoufand 
channels, widening as they flowed, and making 
their poor to fing, and induftry to fmile through 
every corner of their Jand. And as often as dan- 
gers threaten’d, andthe voice of the Britith Ifrael 
called our Brethren to the field,’ we left them not 
alone, but fhared their toils, and fought by their 
fide, ‘* till there ftood not a man of all their ene= 
“© mies before them.” Nay, they ‘themfelves tef- 
tified on our behalf, that in all things we not only 
did our part, but more than our part for the com- 
mon Good; and they difmifs’d us home loaded 
with filver and with gold*, in recompence for our 
extraordinary fervices. 

So far you fee the parallel holds good. But at 
high altars have we built to alarm our Britith Ifrael ? 
and why have the congregations of our brethren ga- 
thered themfelves together againft us? why do their 
embattled holts already cover our plains ? will they 
not examine our cafe, and liften to our plea? 

“© The Lord God of Gods—he knows” and: the 
whole furroundihg world fhall yet know, that what- 
ever American altars we have built, far from in- 
tending to difhonour, ‘have been raifed with an ex- 


* The parliamentary reimburfements for our exertions in the 
late war; fimilar to what Jofhua gave the two tribes and a half 
on the clofe of his wars, 
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prefs view to perpetuate the name and glory of that 
facred altar, and feat of empire and liberty, which 
we left behind us, and with to remain eternal, 
among our brethren, in the parent land ! 

Efteeming our relation to them our greateft feli- 
city ; adoring the providence that gave us the fame 
progenitors ; glorying in this, that when the zew- 
world was to be portioned out among the kingdoms 
of the o/d, the moft important part of this continent 
fell to the fons of a proteftant and free nation ; 
defirous of worfhiping for ever at the fame altar 
with them; fond of their manners, even ta excefs; 
enthufiafts to that facred plan of civil and religious 
happinefs, for the prefervation of which they have 
facrificed from age to age; maintaining, and al- 
ways ready to maintain, at the rifque of every thing 
that is dear to us, the moft unfhaken fidelity to our 
common Sovereign, as the great center of our 
union, and guardian of our mutual rights ;~—I fay, 
with thefe principles and thefe views, we thought it 
ourdaty, to build up American altars, or con/fituti- 
ons, as nearly as we could, upon the great Britilh 
model. 

Having never fold our birth-right, we confidered 
ourfelves entitled to the privileges of our father’s 
houfe—‘ to-enjoy peace, liberty and fafety ;” to 
be governed, like our brethren, by our own laws, 
in all matters: properly affeting ourfelves, and to 
offer up our own facrifices at the altar of Britith em- 
pire; contending that-a forced devotion is idolatry, 
and that no power on earth has aright to come in 
between us and a gracious Sovereign, to meafure 
forth our loyalty, or to grant our property, without 
our confent. 

Thefe are the principles we inherited from Britons 
themfelves. Could wp depart from them, we fhould 
be deemed baftards and not fons, aliens and not bre- 
thren. 
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-. ‘The altars therefore which we have built are not 
* high, or rival-altars to create jealoufy, but hum- 
ble monuments of our union and love; intended to 
bring millions yet unborn, from every corner of 
this vaft continent, to bend at the great parent-altar 
of Britifh liberty; venerating the country from 
which they fprang, and pouring their gifts into her 
lap when their countlefs thoufands fhall far exceed 
hers. 

It was our with that there fhould be an eternal 
** Witnefs between our brethren and us” that if at 
any future period, amid the fhifting fcenes of hu- 
man interefts and human affections, their children 
fhould fay to our children—‘* Ye have no portion” 
in the birth-right of Britons, and fo feek to puth 
them from the common fhrine of Freedom, when 
they come to pay their homage there; they might 
always have an anfwer ready—‘‘ Behold the pattern 
’© of the altar which our Fathers built,” Behold 
your own religious and civil inflitutions, and. then 
examine the frames of government and fyitems of 
laws raifed by our fathers in every part of America! 
Could thefe have been fuch exact copies of your 
own, if they had not inherited the fame fpirit, and 
fprung from the fame ftock, with yourfelves. 

' Thus far you fee the parallel yet holds good, and 
I think cannot be called a perverfion of my text; if 
you will allow that the fupreme power of an em- 
pire, whether theocratical, monarchical, or howfo- 
ever diftributed, may be reprefented. under the fi- 

ure of one common altar, at which the juft devo-« 
tion of all the fubjeéts is to be paid. aes 


_ * In this refpect, our plea is even ftronger than that of the 
two tribes and a half. For, till an explanation was given, the 
eight of their altar, like thofe of the heathen, who, loved ta 
facrifice on’ lofty places, might create a fufpicion of their 
“ lapfing into idolatry 3 either intending to worfhip other Gods, 
* or the God of Ifraelin an unlawful place and manner.” 

Bp, Parricxe 
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But it is faid that we have of late departed from 
Our former line of duty, and refu/ed our homage at 
the great a/rar of Britith empire And to this it 
has ion replied, that the very refu/al 1s the ftrong- 
ef evidence of our veneration for the a/tar itfelf 
Nay, it is contended by thofe charged with this 
breach of devotion, that when in the fhape of un- 
conftitutional. exattioas, violated rights and muti- 
lated charters, they were called to worthip zdols, in- 
ftlead of the true divinity, it was in a tran{pert of 
holy jealonfy, that they dafhed them to pieces, or 
whelm’d them to the bottom of the ocean. 

This is, in brief, the flate of.the argument on 
each fide. And hence, at this dreadful moment, 
ancient friends and brethren ftand prepared for events 
of the moit tragic nature, 

Here the weight of my fubjet almoft overcomes 
me; but think not that [ am going to damp that 
noble ardor which at this initant glows in every bo- 
fom prefent, Neverthelefs, as from an early acquains 
tance with many of you, I know that your principles 
are pure, and your bumanity only equal’d by your 
tranicendent love of your country; I am fure you 
will indulge the paffing tear, which a preacher of the 
Gofpel of Love muft now hed over the fcenes that 
lie before us, —Great and deep diftrefs about to per- 
‘vade every corner of our land! millions to be called 
from their peaceful labors by ‘* the. found of -the 
$ trumpet, and the alarm of war! Garments roll’d 
* in blood,” and even Viétory itfelt only yielding 
an occafion to weep over friends and relatives flain ! 
Thefe are melancholy profpects ; and therefore you 
will feel with me tie difficulties [now labor under— 
forfaken by my text, and left to lament alone that, 
jn the Parent-land, no Paineas has prevailed; no 
embafly * of great or good men has been raiied, to 

flay 


* Tt is acknowledged with gratitude that many great and cx- 
alted chara¢ters have pleaded the caufe of America; and, pre 
vious to all coerfive meafures, advifed an enquiry or hearing, fi- 
; malar 


et? .. ) “fi 

flay the fword of deitruftion, to examine into the 
truth of our cafe, and fave the effufion of kindred 
blood. Jam left to lament that, in this fad inftance, 
Jewife tendernefs has put Chriftian benevolence to 
fhame. a 

** Our Brethren, the houfe of our Fathers, even 
' they have called a multiiade againft us. Had an 
“ enemy thus reproach’d us, then perhaps we might 
& have borne it. But it was you, Men our equals, 
** our guidés, our acquaintance, with whom we 
& took fweet counfel and walked together into the 
 houfe of God.” Or had it been for any effential 
benefit to the Commonwealth at large, we would have 
laid our hands on our mouths, and bowed obedience 
with our ufual Glence. But for Dignity and Svu- 
preemacy.|. What are they-when fet in oppofition 
to common utility, comnion juftice, and the whole 
faith and fpirit of the Conftitution ? True Dignity is 
to govern Freemen, not Slaves; and true Supremacy 
is to excel in Doing Good. 

lt is time, and indeed mere than time, for a great: 
and eae neeney people to make names bend to things 
and ideal honour to practical fafety: Precedents and 
jndefinite claims are furely things too nugatory to 
convulfe a mighty empire. Is there no wifdom, no 
great and liberal plan of policy to re-unite its mem- 
bers, as the fole bulwark of liberty and proteftan- 
tifm ; rather than by their deadly ftrife to encreafe 
the importance of thofe fates that are foes to free- 
dom, truth, and humanity? To devife fuch a plan, 
and to beho!d Britifh Colonies fpreading over this 
immenfe Continent, rejoicing in the common rights 
of Freemen, and imitating the Parent State in every 
excellence—is more glory than to hold lawlefs domi- 
nion over all the nations on the face of the earth! 


milar to that for which Phineas was appointed, . What is here 
lamented, and will be long lamented, is, that this council could 
not take place. If brethren could come together in fuch a tem- 
per as this, the iffue could not fail to be for their mutual glory 
and mutual happinefs, P 
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_ But Twill weary you no longer with fruitlefs Ia” 
mMentations concerning things that might be done. 
The queftion now is—fince they are not done, muft 
we tamely furrender any part of our birthright, or 
of that great charter of privileges, which we not 
Qnly claim by inheritance, but by the exprefs terms 
Of our colonization? I fay, God forbid! For heres 
in particular, I with to fpeak fo plain that neither 
my, own principles, nor thofe of the church to 
which I belong, may be mifunderitood, 

_ Although, in the beginning of this great con- 

we thought it not our duty to be forward in 

fidening the becach, or fpreading difcontent ; al- 
though it be our fervent defire to heal the wounds of 
the public, and to fhew by our temper that we feek 
pot todiftrefs, hut to give the parent-flate an op- 
portunity of faving themfelves and faving us before 
it be too late ; nevertheleis, as we know that our 
civil and religious rights are linked together in ong 
Indiffoluble bond, we neither have, nor feek to 
have, any intereit {eparate from that of aur country; 
nor can we advife a defertion of its caufe. Religion 
and liberty mutt flourith or fall together in America, 
We pray that both may be perpetual. 

A continued fubmiffion to violence is no tenet of 
our church. When her brighteft luminaries, near 
a century paft, were called to propagate the court- 
dottrine of a di/penfing Power, above Law——did 
they treacheroufly cry-——~‘! Peace, Peace,” when 
there was no Peace! Did they not magnanimoufly 
fet their foot upon the line of the conftitution, and 
tell Majefty to its face that ‘‘ they could not betray 
“«* the public liberty,” and that the Monarch’s only 
fafety confifted ‘‘ in governing accoiding to the 
“© laws!” Did not their example, and confequent 
fufferings, kindle a flame that illuminated the est 

and introduced that noble fyftem of public and per- 
» fonal liberty, fecured by the revolution * Since that 
‘period, have not the avowed principles of our great- 
eft divines been againft raifing the Church above the 
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State; jealous of the national rights, refolute for the 
Proteftant fucceilion, favourable to the reformed reli-, 
gion, and defirous to maintain the faith: of Tolera- 
tion ? If exceptions have happened, let no fociety 
of Chriftians ttand anfiverable.for the deviations, or 
corruptions, of individuals. 

The do@trine of abfolute Non-resisTaNnceE has 
been fully exploded among every virtuous people. 
The free-born foul revolts againft it, and muft have 
been long debafed, and have drank in the laft dregs 
of corruption before it can brook the idea ‘‘that a 
** whole people injured may, in no cafe, recognife 
¢* their trampled majefty.” But to draw the line, 
and fay where fubmiffion ends and refiftance begins, 
is not the province of the minifters of Chrift, who 
has given no * rule in this matter, but left it to the 
feelings and confciences of the injured. For when 
preflures and fufferings come, when the weight of 
power grows intolerable, a peaple will fly to the 
conftitution for fhelter ; and, if able, will refume 
that power which they never furrendered, except fa 
far asit might be exercifed for the common fafety, 
Pulpit-cafuiftry is too feeble to direct or controul 
here. God, in his own government of the world, 
never violates freedom; and his fcriptures themfelves 
would be difregarded, or confidered as perverted, 


_ * The author in a fermon firft publithed 20 years ago, on 4 
Peter ii, 17. delivered his fentiments fully on this point in 
the following words, viz— It would be abfurd to argue, as 
fome have done, that the apoftle here meant to enjoin a continu- 
‘ed febmiffion to violence—The love of mankind, and the fear 
ot God, thofe very principles from which we trace the divine 
original of juft government, will lead us, by all probable means, 
to refift evcry attempt to enflave the free-born foul, and oppofe 
the righteous will of God by defeating the happinefs of men, 
Refiftance, however, is to be a laft refource; and none but the 
majority of a whole people, can determine in what cafes it is 
necefiary. Inthe Scriptures, therefore, obedience is rightly 
inculcated in general terms. For a people may fometimes ima- 
gine grievances they do not feel, but will never mifs to feel and 
complain of them where they really are, unlefs their minds ha 
been gradually prepared for flavery by abfurd tenets,” , 
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if brought to belie his voice, fpeaking in the hearts: 
of men, 
~ The application of thefe principles, my brethreny 
is now eafy and muft be left to your own confcien~ 
ces and feelings, You are now engaged in one of 
the grandcit ftrageles, to which freemen can be 
¢alled.. You are contending for what you conceive 
to be your conftitutional rights, and for a final fet- 
ftlement of the terms upon which this country may 
be perpetually united to the Parent State. 
* Look back, therefore, with reverence look back, 
tothe times of ancient virtue and renown. Look 
back to the mighty purpofes which your fathers had 
in view, when they traverfed a vaft ocean, and 
planted this land, Recall to your minds their la- 
bors, their toils, their perfeverance, and let their 
divine fpirit-animate you in all your ations. 

Look forward alfo to diftant pofterity. Figure to 
yourfelves millions'and millions to fpring from yout 
loins, who inay be born freemen or flaves, as Heaven 
fhall now approve or reject your councels. Think 
that on you it may depend, whether this great coun- 
try, in ages hence, fhall be filled and adorned with 
a virtuous and enlightened people; enjoying L1- 
BERTY and all its concomitant bleflings, together 
with the Reticion of Jesus, as it flows uncor- 
rupted from his holy Oracles; or covered with a 
race of men more contemptible than the favages 
that roam the wildernefs, becaufe they once knew 
the ‘* things which belonged to their happinefs and 
*© peace, but fufiered them to be hid from their 
ac eyes.” 

And while you thus look Jack to the paf?, and for- 
ward to the future, fail not, I befeech you, to Lok 
upto * the God of God:—the Rock of your Sal- 
** vation. As the clay in the potter’s hands,” fo 
are the nations of the earth in the hands of Him, 
the everlafting Jenovan! He lifteth up--and he 
cafteth down—** He refifteth the proud, and giveth 
‘© prace to the humbies-He will keep the as 
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** his faints—the wicked fhall be filentin darknefs, 
‘¢ and by ftrength fhall no man prevail.’ ; 

The bright profpeéts of the Gofpel ; a thorough 
veneration of the Saviour of the world ; aconfcien- 
tious obedience to his divine laws; faith in his pro- 
mifes ; and the ftedfaft hope of tmmostal life through 
him ; thefe only can fupport a man in all times of 
adverfity as well as profperity. You might more 
eafily ‘‘ ftrike fire out of ice,” than ftability or 
magnanimity out of crimes. But the good man, he 
who is at peace with the God of all peace, will know 
no fear but that of offending him, whofe hand can 
cover the righteous ‘¢ fo that he needs not fear the 
** arrow that fleeth by day, nor the deftrudtion that 
** wafteth at noon-day ; for a thoufand fhall fall be- 
s fide him, and ten thoufand-at his right hand,” but 
“it fhall not come nigh to him; for he hall give his 
“* angels charge over him to keep him in all his 
“ ways.” 

On the omnipotent God, therefore, through his 
blefled Son, let your ftrong confidence be placed ; 
but do not vainly expeét that every day will be to 
you a day of profperity or triumph, ‘The ways of 
providence lie through mazes, too intricate for hu- 
man penetration. Mercies may often be held forth 
to us in the fhape of fufferings; and the viciffitudes 
of our fortune in building up this American fabric 
of happinefs and glory may be various and ché- 
quer’d. 

But let not this difcourage you. Yea rather Jet it 
animate you with a holy fervor—a divine exthufia/n 
—ever perfuading yourfelves that the caufe of virtue 
and Freedom is the Cause of Gop upon earth; 
and that the whole theatre of. human nature does not 
exhibit a more anguft {peftacle than a number of 
Freemen, in dependence upon Heaven, mutually 
binding themfelves to encounter every difficulty and 
danger in fupport of their native and conflitutional 
rights, and for tranfmitting them holy and unviolated 
to their poflerity, 

It 
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It was this principle that infpired the heroes of 
ancient times; that raifed cheir names to the fummit 
of renown, and filled all fucceeding ages with their 
unfpotted praife. It is this principle too that mult 
animate your conduét, if you wifh your names to 
reach future generations, confpicuous in the roll of 
glory; and fo far as this principle leads you, be 
prepared to follow—whether to life or to death. 

While you profefs yourfelves contending for Li- 
berty, let it be with the temper and dignity of free- 
men, undaunted and firm, but without wrath or ven- 
geance, fo far as grace may be obtained to afiift the 
weaknefs of nature. Confider it as a happy circum- 
ftance, if fuch a fruggle muft have happened, that 
“God hath been pleafed to poftpone it to a period, 
when our country is adorned with men of enlightened 
zeal; when the arts and fciences are planted among 
us to fecure a fuccefiion of fuch men; when our mo- 
rals.are not far tainted by luxury, profufion or diffi- 
pation ; when the principles that withftood oppref{- 
fion, in the brighteft zra of the Englifh hiftery, are 

~ ours as it were by peculiar inheritance; and when 
we ftand upon our own ground, with all that is dear 
around us, animating us to every patriotic exertion, 
Under fuch circumfances and apon fuch principles, 
what wonders, what atchievements of true glory, 
have not been performed! 

For my patt, I have long been’ poffeffed with a 
flrong and even enthufiaftic perfuafion, that Heaven 
has great and gracious purpofes towards this conti- 
nent, which no human power or human device fhall 
“be able finally to fruftrate. Tiliberal or miftaken 

Jans of policy may diftrefs us for a while, and per- 
taps forely check our growth: but if we maintain 
our own vittue; if we cultivate the fpirit of Liberty 
among our children; if we guard againft the {nares 
of laxory, venality and corruption; the Genius of 
America will till rife triumphant, and that with a 
power at laft too mighty for oppofition. ‘This coun 
try will be free—nay, for ages to come, a chofen - 
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of Freedom, Arts, and heavenly Knowledge ; which 
are new either drooping or dead in moft countries of 
the old world. é , 

To conclude: fince the frength of all public bo- 
dies, under God, confifts in their Union; bear 
with each other’s infirmities, and even varieties of 
fentiments, in things not effential to the main point. 

he tempers of men are caft in various moulds. 
Some are quick and /cclingly alive in all their men- 
tal operations, efpecially thofe which relate to their 


country’s weal, and are therefore ready to burft forth _ 


into flame upon every alarm, Others again, with 
intentions alike pure, and avclear unquenchable love 
of their country, too ftedfaft to be damped by the 
mifts of prejudice, or worked up into conflagration 
by the rude blafts of paffion, think it their duty to 
weigh confequences, and to deliberate fully upon 
the probable means of obtaining public ends. Both 
thefe kinds of men fhould bear with eachother; for 
both are friends to their country. 4 

One thing further let me add, that without order 
and jult fubordination, there can beno union in pub- 
jic bodies. However much you may be equals on 
other occafions, yet all this muft ceafe in an uni- 
ted and affociated capacity ; and every individual is 
‘bound to keep the place and duty afigned him, by 
ties far more powerful over a man of virtue and ho- 
nour, than all the other ties which human policy 
can contrive. It had been better never to-have lifted 
@ voice in your country’s. caufe, than to betray it by 
want of Uniog; or to leave worthy men, who have 
embarked their al] for the common good, to fuffer 
or ftand unafiitted. 

Laftly, by every method in your power, and in 
every poflible cafe, fupport the Laws of your coun- 
wy. Ina conteft forluberty, think what.a crime it 


would he, to faffer one Freeman to be infulted, or - 


wantonly injured in his liberty, fo far as by your 
means it may be prevented. 
| Thus 
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_ ‘Thus animated. and thus ating—we may thea 
y) , sinc with the prophet— ge 
a4. <* Fear not, O land! be glad and rejoice, for the 
/+/£  *¢ Jord will do great things. Be not afraid, ye beafts 
<¢ of the ficld, for the paftures of the wildernefs do — au 
“< fpring—The tree beareth her fruit—the fig-tree 
** and the vine yield their fruit.” ee eee 

Thus animated and thus acting—we may likewife 
PRAY with the prophet— Lie 

“ O-Lorp be gracious unto us—we have waited 
** for thee. Be thou our arm every morning, our fal- 
‘¢ vation alfo in time of trouble. Some truft in cha- 
*¢ riots and fome in horfes, but we will remember 
the name of the Lord our’ God—O thou hope of 
“<Ifrael, the Saviour thereof in time of need—thou — 
«¢ art in the midft of us and we are called by thy — 
“ name—Leave us Not. Give us ome heart and 
“© one way, that we may fear thee for ever, forthe 
*¢ sood of ourfelves and our children after us—We s 
‘* ]ooked for peace, but no good came; and for 4 
¢ time of health, but behold we are in trouble—Yet 
* will we truft in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord 
‘« Jehovah is everlatting ftrength—-He will yet bind 
‘¢up the broken-hearted, and comfort: thofe that 
€* mourn?—even fo, oh our God do thou comfort 
and relieve them, that fo the bones which thou 
broken may yet rejoice. Infpire us with a high and 
commanding fenfe of the value of our conftitutional 
rights! may a fpirit of wifdom and virtue be poured 
down upon us all; and may our Reprefentatives, 
thofe who are delegated to devise and appointed to — 
execute public meafures, be directed to fuch, asthon 
in thy fovereign goodnefs fhalt be pleafed to render © 
effectual for the falvation of a great empire, and re= — 
uniting all its members in one facréd bond of hare 
mony and public happinefs! Grant this, oh-Father, — 
for thy Son Jefus Chrift’s fake; to whom, with thee 
and the holy Spirit, one God, be Glory, Honour 
and Power now and forever! AMEN. 2 ee 


THE END, 
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